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SUBJECT: SECURITY IN LEBANON AND UNRWA PLAN TO MOVE 
HEADQUARTERS 

REF: BEIRUT 2697 

1. DURING DISCUSSION WITH POWELL, DEPUTY HEAD OP ECO 
NEAR EAST DEPT, ON MAY 17, EMBOFP RAISED ISSUE OF 
SECURITY OP DIPLOMATIC INSTALLATIONS IN BEIRUT AND 
LEBANON. EMBOFP NOTED OUR UNDERSTANDING PROM BEIRUT 
2697 THAT ECO BELIEVES UNRWA HEADQUARTERS SHOULD STAY 
IN BEIRUT. 

2. POWELL SMILED AND SAID THAT PARTICULAR VIEW HAD 
BEEN ESPOUSED VIGOROUSLY BY STEPHEN DAY. THIS VIEW, 

SAID POWELL, REFLECTED PACT THAT DAY IS A PORMER BRITISH 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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COLONIAL SERVICE OPPICER IMBUED WITH THE TRADITION OP 
"STAY AT YOUR POST, NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS." FCO DOES 
NOT REALLY HAVE STRONG VIEWS ON UNRWA REMAINING IN 
BEIRUT, BUT IS UNWILLING TO DISAVOW OPINION STRONGLY 
EXPRESSED BY DAY, A MUCH RESPECTED OPFICER. 

3. POWELL DID, HOWEVER, ENDORSE DAY'S SECOND POINT IN 
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REFTEL, THAT IE UNRWA HEADQUARTERS WERE TO MOVE, IT 
SHOULD REMAIN IN THE REGION. POWELL WAS PUZZLED BY 
MCELHINEY'S PROPOSAL TO MOVE HEADQUARTERS BACK TO 
VIENNA, AND SAID ECO WAS PARTICULARLY PUZZLED BY 
MCELHINEY'S CONTENTION THAT EXPENSES OF MOVE TO VIENNA 
WOULD BE UNDER 100,000 DOLLARS (USUN 1915). 

4. ON SUBJECT OE BRITISH MIDDLE EAST CENTER FOR ARABIC 
STUDIES (MECAS) LOCATED AT SHEMLAAN EAST OF BEIRUT, 
POWELL CONFIRMED THAT IN VIEW OE THE DEGREE TO WHICH 
SECURITY IN THE BEIRUT AREA HAS DETERIORATED RECENTLY, 
THE ECO REGRETS ITS DECISION TO REOPEN THE CENTER THERE 
LAST YEAR. 

5. WE WOULD APPRECIATE CONTINUING TO RECEIVE TELEGRAMS 
ON UNRWA IN VIEW OF THE TRADITIONALLY HEAVY BRITISH 
INVOLVEMENT IN IT. 

STREATOR 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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